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MEMO 

TO:  Planning Commission    DATE:  October 13, 2021 
 
FROM:  Becky Crockett    
      Planning Director 
 
RE:  Regulation of Short-Term Rentals (Vacation Rentals) 
 
  
There are several important things to consider in regulating short-term rentals (STRs) that 
require close coordination between Planning, Building and Code Enforcement.  These include: 
 

 Fire, Life Safety Risk review of STR structures 
 Land Use Process – neighbor opportunity for input 
 Land Use Law – legal lots, zoning, and structure 
 Parking 
 Compatibility Standards – quiet hours, signage, contacts, emergency, etc. 
 Utility connections and capacity (i.e., sewage disposal) 
 Garbage disposal 
 Nuisance abatement 
 Access 
 Clear address for Emergency Response 
 Earthquake/Tsunami Evacuation Notice 
 Complaints 
 Enforcement/Penalties for non-compliance 
 Fees 
 Other 

Based on research and review of multiple STR regulatory ordinances in place across the country, 
we are prepared to write a draft ordinance for your review and consideration.  The following 
ordinance concepts are presented for discussion: 

Curry County Zoning Ordinance (CCZO) – The STR Ordinance would be incorporated into 
the Conditional Use section of the CCZO.  This provides a standard administrative process for 
review, public notification, opportunity for appeals to the Planning Commission and a format to 
define required compatibility standards.  A standard land use application can be used with 
information that allows staff to verify legal lot, zoning, and structure status.  This application 
process also requires the applicant to disclose utility information including required signatures 
from fire districts, electric provider, sewerage agencies and to identify the STR water source.  



The CCZO Conditional Use process also allows staff to add conditions to an application where 
there are special concerns of compatibility that are unique to an applicant’s proposed STR. 

Fire, Life Safety Risk:  The County Building Inspector would check the structure proposed for a 
STR.  The primary purpose of the “check” would be for Fire, Life and Safety Risk.  However, 
the “check” can also include on site review of other requirements set forth in the Administrative 
Conditional Use permit.  A sample checklist from Tillamook County is attached. 

Enforcement:  Unpermitted STRs and permitted STRs that are in violation of any requirements 
are subject to citation and fines through County Code Enforcement.  Code Enforcement citations 
start at $440. and non-payment usually results in a court appearance.  Multiple complaints and/or 
violations will result in revocation of the STR permit. 

Fees:  An Administrative Conditional Use permit is $2,000.  A required renewal request is 
suggested every three (3) years with a fee of $500.  The Fire, Life Safety check fee would be 
$200. and $108. for each additional Building Inspector check for non-compliance fixes and 
required re-checks. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




























